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6RPH�\HDUV�DJR�WKH�HGLWRU�RI�D�PHGLFDO� MRXUQDO�FRPPHQWHG�RQ�
WKH�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�ROG�DJH�LQ�DQ�DUWLFOH�,�KDG�ZULWWHQ��,�ZURWH�WKDW�ROG�
DJH� LV� WKH� ODVW� VWDJH� RI� OLIH�� OHDGLQJ� WR�GHDWK��+H� WROG�PH� WKDW� WKLV�
GHILQLWLRQ� ZDV� WRR� SHVVLPLVWLF� DQG� WKDW� KH� GLGQ·W� OLNH� LW�� ,� DJUHHG�
WKDW� LW�ZDV� VRPHZKDW� SHVVLPLVWLF�� EXW� WKDW� LW� XQIRUWXQDWHO\� UHIOHFWV�
WKH�UHDOLW\��+H�DFFHSWHG�WKH�DUWLFOH��

2OG� DJH� LV� LQGHHG� YLHZHG� DV� WKH� ODVW� VWDJH� RI� OLIH�� %XW� WKH�
TXHVWLRQV�RI�ZKHQ�H[DFWO\�ROG�DJH�EHJLQV�DQG�ZKHQ�LW�HQGV�LQ�GHDWK�
DUH�QRW�VR�HDVLO\�DQVZHUHG��)XUWKHU��WKH�SHULRG�RI�ROG�DJH�RFFXSLHV�
DQ� LQFUHDVLQJO\� LPSRUWDQW� SODFH� LQ� RXU� VRFLHW\� DV� ZHOO� DV� LQ� RWKHU�
VRFLHWLHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��

$W� WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�FHQWXU\�� WKH�DYHUDJH�OLIH�H[SHFWDQF\� LQ�
:HVWHUQ� FRXQWULHV�ZDV�DURXQG����\HDUV��7RGD\��DW� WKH�FORVH�RI� WKH�
FHQWXU\�� LW� LV� FORVH� WR� ���� 7KLV� LQFUHDVH� LQ� OLIH� H[SHFWDQF\� ILQGV�
H[SUHVVLRQ� PDLQO\� LQ� WKH� LQFUHDVHG� FKDQFHV� RI� \RXQJ� SHRSOH�
UHDFKLQJ� ROG� DJH�� ZKHUHDV� D� SHUVRQ�ZKR� UHDFKHG� WKH� DJH� RI� ��� LQ�
WKH� \HDU� ����� ZDV� H[SHFWHG� WR� FRQWLQXH� OLYLQJ� IRU� DERXW� WKH� VDPH�
QXPEHU�RI�\HDUV�DV�D����\HDU�ROG�WRGD\��

7RGD\� PDQ\� PRUH� \RXQJ� SHRSOH� UHDFK� ROG� DJH�� 7KLV� LV� VR�
EHFDXVH� ZH� FDQ� UHPDLQ� KHDOWK\� EH\RQG� RXU� \RXWK�� )HZHU� \RXQJ�
SHRSOH� IDOO� SUH\� WR� IDWDO� GLVHDVHV�� DQG�PRUH� \RXQJ�SHRSOH� VXUYLYH��
7KXV�WKHUH�LV�D�PXFK�ODUJHU�SRSXODWLRQ�UHDFKLQJ�DGYDQFHG�DJH��EXW�
QR�VLJQLILFDQW�ULVH�LQ�WKH�OLIH�H[SHFWDQF\�RI�ROG�SHRSOH��

,I�ZH�ZLOO�VXFFHHG�QRW�RQO\�LQ�HOLPLQDWLQJ�WKH�LOOQHVVHV�RI�\RXWK�
EXW�DOVR�LOOQHVVHV�DIIHFWLQJ�PDWXUH�DQG�HOGHUO\�SHRSOH��ZH�ZLOO�FUHDWH�
D� VLWXDWLRQ�ZKHUH�PDQ\�SHRSOH�ZLOO� UHDFK�DQ�DGYDQFHG�DJH��DQ�DJH�
ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�D�KLJK�PRUWDOLW\�UDWH�ZLWKLQ�D�VKRUW�WLPH��7KLV�LV�
WKH� PHDQLQJ� RI� FRPSUHVVHG� PRUWDOLW\�� L�H�� WKH� FRPSUHVVLRQ� RI�
PRUELGLW\�DQG�PRUWDOLW\�LQWR�WKH�VKRUW�SHULRG�RI�ROG�DJH���

:H� DUH� VWDQGLQJ� DW� WKH� EULQN� RI� DQ� H[SORVLRQ� RI� WKH� HOGHUO\�
SRSXODWLRQ��ZLWK�PDQ\� LOOQHVVHV�� OLPLWDWLRQV�DQG�VXIIHULQJ�� ,Q�RWKHU�
ZRUGV�� WRZDUGV� WKH� HQG� RI� ROG� DJH�� WRZDUGV� GHDWK�� SHRSOH� ZLOO� EH�
FKURQLFDOO\�LOO��KDQGLFDSSHG��DQG�ZLWK�DQ�LPSDLUHG�TXDOLW\�RI�OLIH��,W�
VHHPV� WKDW� SHRSOH� ZLOO� QR� ORQJHU� GLH� KHDOWK\� RU� VXIIHULQJ� IURP� DQ�
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DFXWH�GLVHDVH�DIWHU�\HDUV�RI�KHDOWK\�DFWLYH�OLIH��EXW�UDWKHU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
IUDPHZRUN�RI�LOOQHVV��KDQGLFDSV�DQG�PLVHU\��7KLV�JLYHV�ULVH�WR�VRPH�
HWKLFDO� TXHVWLRQV�� KRZ� PXFK� WUHDWPHQW� VKRXOG� ZH� JLYH�� KRZ� ORQJ�
VKRXOG� ZH� SURORQJ� WKLV� VXIIHULQJ� DQG� WKLV� ORZHUHG� TXDOLW\� RI� OLIH�
ZKHQ�GHDWK�LV�VR�FORVH"�

$UH�ZH�PHDQW� WR� VHHN�RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� DOORZ� D� SHUVRQ� WR� GLH"�
2U� LV� RXU� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR� WUHDW�� WR� GLDJQRVH�� WR� SURORQJ� OLIH� ZLWK�
ZKDWHYHU� VXIIHULQJ� WKLV� HQWDLOV� XQWLO� GHDWK� RYHUFRPHV� WKH� SDWLHQW"�
7KLV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�GLIILFXOW�HWKLFDO�SUREOHPV�IDFLQJ�VRFLHW\��WKH�
PHGLFDO� HVWDEOLVKPHQW�� JHULDWULF� VSHFLDOLVWV�� SKLORVRSKHUV� DQG�
UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�WRGD\��

2XU� ILUVW� VSHDNHU� LV� 'U�� $YUDKDP� 6WHLQEHUJ�� 'U�� 6WHLQEHUJ�� D�
VHQLRU� SHGLDWULFLDQ� DW� 6KDDUH� =HGHN� 0HGLFDO� &HQWHU�� LV� DOVR� D�
VSHFLDOLVW� LQ� SHGLDWULF� QHXURORJ\� DW� WKH� $OEHUW� (LQVWHLQ� 6FKRRO� RI�
0HGLFLQH� LQ� 1HZ� <RUN�� +H� DOVR� VHUYHV� DV� +HDG� RI� WKH� (WKLFV�
'HSDUWPHQW� RI� WKH�0HGLFDO� 6FKRRO� RI� WKH�+HEUHZ�8QLYHUVLW\� DQG�
+DGDVVDK�6FKRRO�RI�0HGLFLQH�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��

$IWHUZDUGV� ZH� VKDOO� KHDU� DQ� DGGUHVV� E\� 0U�� -DFRE� 5HLQJROG��
'LUHFWRU� RI� WKH� +HEUHZ� +RPH� IRU� WKH� $JHG� LQ� 5LYHUGDOH�� 1HZ�
<RUN��0U�� 5HLQJROG� LV� KLJKO\� TXDOLILHG� LQ� WKH� ILHOG� RI� VRFLDO� ZRUN�
DQG�KDV� UXQ� WKH�+RPH� IRU� VHYHUDO� \HDUV��+H�KDV� DOVR�DFFXPXODWHG�
PXFK� H[SHULHQFH� RQ� WKH� VXEMHFW� RI� OHJLVODWLRQ� SHUWDLQLQJ� WR� WKH�
RSHUDWLRQ�RI�ROG�DJHG�KRPHV��DQG�KHDGHG�DQ�$PHULFDQ�FRPPLWWHH�
WKDW�ZDV�VHW�XS�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�OHJLVODWLRQ�IRU�WKH�HOGHUO\�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV�� +H� KDV� VXFFHHGHG� LQ� DGPLQLVWHULQJ� DQ� LQVWLWXWLRQ� IRU� WKH�
HOGHUO\�ZLWK�KLJK�VWDQGDUGV�RI�KXPDQLW\�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOLVP��

7KH�KDODFKLF�TXHVWLRQV�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�UHVSRQVHV�E\�5DEEL�=DOPDQ�
1HKHPLD�*ROGEHUJ��D�'D\\DQ�RI� WKH�6XSUHPH�5DEELQLFDO�&RXUW� LQ�
-HUXVDOHP� DQG� 5RVK� <HVKLYD� RI� WKH� -HUXVDOHP� 6FKRRO� RI�
7HFKQRORJ\��

�
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