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The prepuce around the glans is seized, stretched out until it actually covers the glans, and there
tied. Next, the skin covering the penis just in front of the pubes is cut thorough in a circle until the
penis is baved, but
great care is taken
not to cut into the

urethra, nor into

the blood vessels

nitally deficient prepuc
r tissue; (c) skin; (d) rec:

FIGURE 1. Operal
incision; (b) subcut

)l of there. This done,

the prepuce slides
forwards, towards the tie, and a sort of small ring is laid bare in front of the pubes, to which limit

is applied in order that flesh may grow and fill it up . .. (1.251 B,24-9)

Aulus Cornelius Celsus, fl. AD 14-37.
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But in one who has been circumcised the prepuce is to be raised from the underlying penis mound
the circumference of the glans by means of a scalpel. This is not so very painful, for once the margin
has been ﬁreed, it can be
stripped up by hand as far
back as the pubes, nor in
doing so is there any

bleeding, The prepuce thus

Celsus's Decireumcision Operation

freed is again stretched
B ==X

forwards beyond the glans:
next cold water effusions
are freely used, and a
plaster is applied round to

repress severe

inflammation. And for the
following days the patient is to fast until nearly overcome by hunger lest satiety excite that part.
When the inflammation has ceased, the penis should be bandaged from the pubes to the corona;
over the glans the plaster is applied with the other end of the probe. This is done in order that the
lower part [between the corona and pubic area] may agglutinate, whilst the upper part [the new

foreskin covering the g[ans] heals without adhering. (7.251.Ca-10)
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